CTGF is a matricellular protein that is upregulated in many fibrotic tissues. CTGF has 56 been shown to stimulate fibroblast migration, proliferation and extracellular matrix 57 production in vitro. Inhibition of CTGF activity with neutralizing antibodies attenuates 58 fibrogenesis in animal models and is currently being investigated as a potential therapy 59 for patients with fibrotic disease (27) (28) (29) 33 recombinase (tetO-Cre) transgenes as previously described (25, 26, 38 
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Immunofluorescence staining. After sacrificing the mice, lungs were inflated with OCT.
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Lungs were then removed and immediately frozen in a dry ice alcohol bath. Lungs were 181 sectioned to 7μm and were then stained as previously described (25 OpenBiosystems and lentivirus generated by the University of Michigan Vector Core.
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Five pfu/cell of lentivirus was used on days 2 and 3 after AEC isolation to inhibit activation and maintain a type II AEC phenotype (7, 8, 25, 34, 42) . We found that CTGF 231 is also highly expressed by AECs under these conditions with levels similar to CTGF 
